Entacapone

Entacapone (Comtan) has been approved by the FDA for use in combination with levodopa (the active ingredient in Sinemet) for patients with Parkinson’s Disease.  
Entacapone itself does not help patients; however, it does help levodopa work better.  Entacapone blocks an enzyme (catecholamine –O- methyl-transferase; COMT for short) in the body that gets rid of levodopa.  For example, some patients will improve on levodopa, but only for short periods of time.  Entacapone allows the levodopa benefit to last longer, thereby reducing “off” periods (times when the levodopa is not present or working and the patient’s symptoms are worse).  
Another significant benefit of Entacapone is that it makes the actions of levodopa more predictable.  That makes it much easier to design a treatment program that can anticipate the patient’s needs and thereby avoid “off” periods.  

Entacapone is the second COMT inhibitor after Tolcapone (Tasmar); however, unlike Tolcapone (Tasmar), Entacapone has not been associated with liver problems and does not need frequent blood tests as does Tolcapone.

PAGE  
1

