Hallucinations

Hallucinations, paranoia etc., are not infrequent complications of Parkinson’s disease and/or its treatment.  However, for most patients, the hallucinations, delusions and paranoia can be controlled.  The first issue is to address other medical conditions that could produce hallucinations, delusions, or paranoia such as electrolyte disturbance and renal, liver or pulmonary failure, and infection.  Medications that the patient may be using, including over-the-counter medications, should be reviewed as potential causes.


Many times the medications used to treat Parkinson’s Disease can cause these problems.  Certain medications are more likely to cause these problems than others.  Sometimes hallucinations, delusions or paranoia can be controlled without loosing control of the Parkinson’s Disease by switching to another medication that is less likely to cause these problems.

Some patients may not be able to tolerate any change in their anti-Parkinson’s medications without intolerable increase in their Parkinson symptoms.  In these situations it may be necessary to actively treat patients with anti-psychotics or a more traditional neuroleptic.  As with all medications, please consult your physician first.
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